Surgical treatment of multiple spine metastases from gastrinoma

Crabtree et al present the case of a 43-year-old man with metastatic gastrinoma and the surgical treatment that he underwent for spinal disease. The authors provide a review of the natural history and treatment options for gastrinoma. This case report illustrates the indolent nature of the disease and the need to be vigilant in treating this patient population for epidural involvement and spinal cord compression. Unlike patients with metastatic tumors, the life expectancy of those with metastatic gastrinoma can be long; therefore treatment has to be individualized.

The patient underwent four different spinal operations on different sites of spinal cord compression and neurological dysfunction. In other disease states, this might be considered ultra-aggressive but as the authors describe this strategy has allowed their patient to be alive and functional for 8 years since his diagnosis and 1 year since his last surgical decompression. As is emphasized in this article, and also described in other papers, surgical treatment for metastatic spinal cord compression can result in a beneficial outcome in quality of life and preservation of neurological function.[@JR02050-1],[@JR02050-2]
